WHO WAS THE FIRST MAN TO CIRCUMNAVIGATE THE GLOBE?
Henry the Black.

An unfamiliar name to almost everyone, Enrique de Malaca was Magellan’s slave and interpreter.

Ferdinand Magellan himself never completed his circumnavigation. He was killed in the Philippines in 1521, when he was only half way round.

Magellan first visited the Far East in 1511, arriving from Portugal across the Indian Ocean. He found Henry the Black in a slave market in Malaysia in 1511 and took him back to Lisbon the way he had come.

Henry accompanied Magellan on all his subsequent voyages, including the round the world attempt which set off in 1519. This went in the other direction, across the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, so when it arrived in the Far East in 1521, Henry became the first man to have been around the world.

No one knows where Henry the Black was born--he was probably captured and sold into slavery by Sumatran pirates as a child—but when he arrived in the Philippines, he found the locals spoke his native language.

After Magellan’s death, the expedition continued on its way, successfully completing the circumnavigation under Juan Sebastian Elcano, the Basque second-in-command.

Henry the Black was not with them. Elcano had refused to honour the promise made in Magellan’s will to release Henry from slavery, so he escaped and was never seen again.

Juan Sebastian Elcano gets the credit for being the first man to travel around the world in a single trip.

He returned to Seville in September 1522. Five ships had set sail four years earlier but only the Victoria made it back. It was full of spices, but just eighteen of the original crew of 264 had survived: scurvy, malnutrition and skirmishes with the indigenous peoples had accounted for the rest.

The Spanish King awarded Elcano with his own coat of arms depicting the globe bearing the motto ‘You Circumnavigated Me’. 

Henry the Black is a national hero in several South-East Asian nations.

So there you have it, an Asian NOT a European was the first to navigate his way around the world.

(Source: The Book of General Ignorance)

More information can be obtained from here,

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enrique_of_ Malacca
